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THIS MEETING WILL BE RECORDED

Please note this meeting will be recorded.

• During this meeting, you will have the opportunity to contribute or ask 

questions

• Questions will be gathered and sorted to avoid duplication and ensure the 

best response

• Although your name will not appear on the screen to attendees, 

producers and presenters may have access to that information

• If you have questions about the recording of this webinar, please contact 

HEOCLiaison@york.ca

mailto:HEOCLiaison@york.ca


To ask a question:

Select Q&A on the right side of the 

screen.

Type your question in the compose 

box, and then select Send.

Questions will be screened by the 

moderator and posed to the 

presenters.

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?

Please follow the link in the Q&A box to complete our feedback survey
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COVID-19 EPI UPDATES FOR YORK REGION



EPIDEMIOLOGY OF COVID-19 IN YORK REGION

Data current as of November 24 at 5:00pm



EPIDEMIOLOGY OF COVID-19 IN YORK REGION

Data current as of November 24 at 6:00pm



WHAT’S NEW FROM THE PROVINCE



WHAT’S NEW FROM THE PROVINCE 

York Region is in the Red or “Control” zone

• Limits for all organized public events and social gatherings:
• 5 people indoors, 25 people outdoors

• Religious services, weddings and funerals
• 30% capacity indoors, 100 people outdoors

• Restaurants maximum of 10 people indoors, limit of 4 
people sitting together

• Team sports must not be played (no games or scrimmage)
• Gym and fitness studios maximum of 10 people indoors or 

25 outdoors

• Class Order issued by Dr. Kurji on November 23

See the Ontario 

Framework for the full 
list of restrictions

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/dd5cd388-d680-44c3-9251-4a6d5c2ebac3/123_Order+Section+22-Nov22.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nnN.2b0
https://files.ontario.ca/moh-covid-19-response-framework-keeping-ontario-safe-and-open-en-2020-11-20-v3.pdf


UPDATED PROVINCIAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS
• Updated COVID-19 Guidance: Primary Care Providers in a Community Setting
• Highlights of changes:

• Importance of in-person care where essential and for those instances 
when patients may not benefit from virtual care

• Change from 14 to 10 days of self-isolation following symptom onset 
(providing patient is afebrile and symptoms are improving)

• Importance of not delaying assessment and treatment of issues which 
have symptoms that overlap with COVID-19 but are clinically evident of a 
different diagnosis

Links to bookmark:
• Considerations for Community Based Health Care Workers on Interpreting 

Local Epidemiology (PHO)
• Optimizing Care Through COVID-19 Transmission Scenarios (Ontario Health)
• Considerations for Family Physicians: In-Person Visits when Phone/Video Isn’t 

Enough (Ontario College of Family Physicians)
• Primary Care Paediatric Testing, Isolation and Return to School (Centre for 

Effective Practice)

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_primary_care_guidance.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/ipac/2020/09/community-based-health-care-workers-interpreting-local-epi.pdf?la=en
https://www.ontariohealth.ca/sites/ontariohealth/files/2020-10/Optimizing%20Care%20Through%20COVID-19%20Transmission%20Scenarios_EN.pdf
https://www.ontariofamilyphysicians.ca/tools-resources/timely-trending/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov/considerations-for-in-person-visits.pdf
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19/#primary-care-assessment-and-testing-for-covid-19


WHAT’S NEW FROM THE PROVINCE 

Messaging for upcoming holiday season

• The safest way to spend the holidays this year is by 
only celebrating in person with the people you live 
with and celebrating virtually with everyone else

• If you live alone, consider exclusively celebrating with 
one additional household

• Individuals living away from home, including those 
studying at colleges and universities, should consider 
doing a self-quarantine, or reducing close contact with 
others, 10 to 14 days before returning home for the 
holidays



RAPID TESTING



RAPID TESTING

• Point of care testing (POC) or rapid testing now available in ON

• Different types exist (e.g. antigen testing vs molecular testing) that 

are Health Canada approved

• Tend to have lower sensitivity than PCR (gold standard) testing (higher rate 

of false negatives)

• Usually used for surveillance purposes (screening for low-risk population

• Currently, in ON an 8-week rapid antigen screening pilot program is being 

planned for use in workplaces that apply

• Parallel testing with PCR is also being conducted to evaluate the pilot



Abbott ID Now COVID-19 
Rapid test*

Panbio COVID-19 Antigen 
test*

Type RNA (RdRp) Antigen (SARS-CoV-2 Ag)

Reported sensitivity, % 77 - 80 73 - 98

Reported specificity, % 99 -100 100

Specimen Nasal, throat, NP swabs NP swab
Time to result 5 - 13 mins. 15 mins.

Cost per test (does not include 
labour or auxiliary equipment)

$35 CAD $5 CAD

OVERVIEW OF TESTS

Table 1. Overview of COVID-19 rapid tests procured by the Government of Canada and in use in Ontario
*Tests distributed for free to provinces by the Public Health Agency of Canada



MANAGEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS WITH POINT OF CARE (POC) RESULTS
• A positive result from a PoC assay should be considered a preliminary positive result 

(Physicians must report positive COVID-19 test results asap to Public Health)

• All preliminary positive PoC test results require confirmatory testing at a licensed lab 
within 24 h

• If confirmatory lab-based NAAT is not performed, individual should remain a 
probable case

• If confirmatory lab-based NAAT is performed and is positive, individual should be 
considered a confirmed case

• If confirmatory lab-based NAAT is performed and is negative (specimen collected 

<24 hours from POC test), individual should be considered 'does not meet' case 

definition

• After the initial evaluation phase, guidance may be updated to no longer 

require parallel confirmatory testing for PoC results



TESTING SETTINGS

COVID-19 Assessment 
Centres

COVID-19 Assessment Centre 
or Pharmacy

Workplaces 
(Employer Rapid Antigen Screening Pilot)

• Symptomatic
• Close contact of a confirmed case 

(including those identified by the 
COVID Alert app)

• Resident of a congregate setting 
in COVID-19 outbreak

• Asymptomatic

AND

• Resident, worker or visitor in long-
term care homes, homeless shelters 
or other congregate settings OR

• International students that have 
passed their 14-day quarantine 
period OR

• Farm workers OR
• Indigenous communities

• Asymptomatic
• Passed workplace screening 

tool/questionnaire
• No known + close contacts
• Volunteer basis only
• Should not be used in a confirmed 

or suspected workplace outbreak
• Should not be used on individuals 

who have previously been infected 
with recovered from COVID-19

• Panbio test is a screening tool (i.e., 
not a diagnostic tool)

If patient is asymptomatic and needs a test to confirm they do not have COVID-19 before travelling internationally, 
they can currently visit a COVID-19 Assessment Centre or make an appointment at a select pharmacy.



NEW or UPDATED PROVINCIAL TESTING/SCREENING RESOURCES

• COVID-19 Guidance: Considerations for Employer Rapid Antigen 

Screening Pilot

• COVID-19 Guidance: Considerations for Privately-Initiated Testing

• Case & Contact Management Guidance Appendix 9: Management of 

Individuals with Point-of-Care Results

• COVID-19 Provincial Testing Guidance Update

• Case Definition Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) (update)

• Quick Reference Public Health Guidance on Testing and 

Clearance (update)

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/considerations_employer_rapid_antigen_screening_pilot.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/Considerations_for_Privately-Initiated_Testing.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/app9_management_individuals_point_of_care_results.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_guidance.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_case_definition.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_clearing_cases_guidance.pdf


COVID-19 VACCINE



COVID-19 VACCINE LANDSCAPE

• Global efforts are underway to develop a COVID-19 vaccine and work 
is progressing at an unprecedented pace

• There are over 130 candidate COVID-19 vaccines at different stages of 
development by academia and industry

• The current landscape of candidate COVID-19 vaccines in clinical 
evaluation can be found at: Draft landscape of COVID-19 candidate 
vaccines

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-landscape-of-covid-19-candidate-vaccines


COVID-19 VACCINE LANDSCAPE

• To date, the Government of Canada has signed advanced purchase 

agreements to secure up to a total of 358 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine 

candidates from seven vaccine developers

• As of November 18, 2020, there is one active anti-SARS-COV-2 vaccine 

candidate which has obtained regulatory authorization to initiate clinical trials 

in Canada (Medicago Inc.)

• Three international COVID-19 vaccine developers have applied for expedited 

review under the federal Interim Order Respecting the Importation, Sale and 

Advertising of Drugs for Use in Relation to COVID-19
• Moderna Inc.

• Pfizer Inc / BioNTechSE

• AstraZeneca PLC

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/interim-order-import-sale-advertising-drugs.html


COVID-19 mRNA VACCINES

Pfizer Vaccine Moderna Vaccine

Prefusion spike transcript Prefusion spike transcript

2 doses, 21 days apart 2 doses, 28 days apart

162 cases of symptomatic disease in placebo 
group; 8 in vaccine group

90 cases of symptomatic disease in placebo 
group; 5 in vaccine group

VE = 95% VE = 94.5%

10 cases of severe disease; 9 in placebo group, 1 
in vaccine group

11 cases of severe disease – all 11 in placebo 
group

VE = 94% in those >65 No difference in VE by age and ethnicity

Storage at -70°C for up to six months
Refrigerated for 5 days
Room temperature for several hours

Storage at -20°C for up to six months
Refrigerated for 30 days
Room temperature for 12 hours

VE = Vaccine Efficacy; proportionate reduction in disease among the vaccinated group



COVID-19 VACCINE CONSIDERATIONS

• Pregnant women and children <12y have not been included in the two clinical trials

• Similar efficacy from both mRNA vaccine candidates simplifies distribution process

• There is insufficient data to suggest whether the two mRNA vaccine candidates reduce 

acquisition of infection. Do persons still get infected after vaccination and if so, are they still 

infectious to others?

• Ongoing vaccine safety monitoring relying on health care providers to report adverse events

• Reinforcement of public health measures (e.g. face mask, physical distancing, hand hygiene) 

to abate behavioural disinhibition

• Planning for an efficient, effective, and equitable approach to vaccine allocation from 

the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)
• Key populations include individuals who are: high-risk of severe illness or death from COVID-19; likely to transmit 

COVID-19; essential workers maintaining COVID-19 response; contributing to the maintenance of other essential 

services for the functioning of society; and those who are in living conditions predisposing them to elevated risk of 

infection and disproportionate consequences from infection, including Indigenous communities (and minority 

groups)

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/guidance-key-populations-early-covid-19-immunization.html


COVID-19 VACCINATION



COVID-19 VACCINE DISTRIBUTION IN ONTARIO

Ontario Update for COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution

• ON Task Force set up, Chaired by General Rick Hillier, to advise on:

• Delivery, storage and distribution of the vaccines;

• Support for health care system partners to deliver a phased 
vaccination program that initially prioritizes vulnerable populations and 
follows with mass immunization;

• Clinical guidance on vaccine administration and surveillance of 
vaccine uptake;

• Data, reporting, and technology to provide timely, relevant and 
accurate information to clinicians conducting vaccine administration, 
decision-makers, and the public; and

• Implementation of a broad and sustained public education and 
community outreach effort to encourage vaccination.



Your role as a provider in COVID-19 vaccination

• Reporting serious adverse events following immunization 
(AEFIs) - (Form)

• Addressing patient vaccine hesitancy
• Continued promotion of public health measures

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/A/2016/aefi-reporting-overview.pdf?la=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/A/2020/aefi-reporting-form.pdf?la=en
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/strategicinitiatives/vaccines/statement_hcp


FLU UPDATE



FLU IN YORK REGION



Q&A PERIOD



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES



Reminder to complete survey

If you have not already done so, 
please follow the link in the Q&A box

to complete our feedback survey



YORK.CA/HEALTHPROFESSIONALS



LINKS TO BOOKMARK

• York Region’s webpage

• york.ca/healthprofessionals - is a health care provider specific page

• york.ca/covid19data - our York Region data dashboard

• york.ca/covid19 - for video updates from York Region's Medical Officer of Health Dr. Kurji

• Public Health Ontario’s COVID-19 page

• https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-

diseases/novel-coronavirus → evidence briefs, synopsis of key articles, etc.

• Ministry of Health’s webpage for health care providers, specifically

• http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx

http://www.york.ca/covid19
http://www.york.ca/covid19data
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/covid-19/!ut/p/z1/jY_fCoIwFMafxQeQna2l83JYuc1kgWS2mxiFNiiVEC96-iS86SLr3H3w-_4cZFCJTGMHV9vetY29jfpogpPkiRQiBaUpi4GD5oqEDNYRRoc3AF-OAzL_-GcAMx-vfhWMH5BHFmc1Mp3tr75rqhaV53ZwFx9HY7_5TEhyRkEWKuQF1kDlYgIIoYHAMSgQmoHchLvligkMKZmAmZHdfV8-t1Uua897ARbl9OA!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.X5i3RPlKjIU
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx


REMINDER: HEALTH CARE PROVIDER PHONE & WEB RESOURCES

• If you have any questions, call the dedicated health 

professional COVID-19 line at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 77280 

(8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday)

• After hours call 905-953-6478



THANK YOU

Remember to sign up to Public Health Matters for:
• Today’s slides
• Follow up Q&As and
• Future webinar information

https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/healthprofessionals/enewsletterforhealthcareprofessionals/enewsletterforhealthcareprofessionals/!ut/p/z1/zZNfU4JAFMU_Sw8-MnuXBXd9XMkEUjTNP_DibLQqJaCwafbpQ7OZHsosYyYe2Lk7h3N3f_eAAjRGQSLW0UyoKE3Eoqj9oDpxeNOx7WtwOwazgEOHuzpl0KhhNNoL4IuHAwpO-f6IIDhuP0QBCpZhdI98TEKCTQEaw3egGfem0GoQYo2GUxB3BCRmbKcOE7VUc-Rvs0mYJkomqgLbNHssilxF6mm_MU9jWbylWKj5-7rM0qnM8z2ZvAIykZt8IZWS2TTN3iShyORvZMj9DlQxCT1rW-1ZcV2h5lqUTFM0_uRgaHxax1NlyI8eVquAF-B2tJ4VGv8rcqPdTD-ya_aZAc7QpXyIO2A45CDQdaNqYwtcsDsMnCvaNS-ZjeFaPwiOxMwvYkq_HE9PR6N1JDdokKRZXPw2_R-m0n7vQJnFbd6ELtwOKNw0qMGqrXa31cNndvjmAiXbk1LtKZRrr5dr_zdwXAcszHfxJw0CXHcsVicu87xy2XvlsvfKZe-Vm_vhuXCW8WAQM2IuZkzVnAdzFk8u657mu-uXo0ubX1y8AvQopwU!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.XwyzN5hKiUk

